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Child marriage manifests gender inequality, discrimination and reflects different social 

norms that exist in the society. It is the violation of child rights. Child marriage poses a 

challenge to the right to education, health, development and protection. It is an issue of 

concern and it is deep rooted in different cultures and norms of the society. It is fuelled by 

poverty, tradition, and culture.  

Across the globe, almost 700 million women who are alive, were married prior to the age of 

18. Among these almost 250 million women had consummated their marriage before the 

age of 15. South Asia contributes to almost 42 percent of child brides and out of which India 

accounts for almost one-third of the world total.1 

In India, approximately 23 million girls are married before the age of 18. This has 

consequences not only on individuals but families and the country as a whole. With future 

generations forced to drop out from schools early, it restricts their access to the skill 

required for various employment opportunities and this perpetuates the cycle of poverty.2 

These factors impact the life of the girl and future generations as well. It has been noticed 

that child brides drop out of school, exposed to the risk of early pregnancy and are 

vulnerable to isolation and violence. Worldwide, pregnancy is one of the major causes of 

concern among girls within the age bracket of 15 to 19.3 

Different research proves that child marriage restricts the power of decision making of girls 

and their freedom of movement. The government of the country has laid down different 

regulations and outlawed child marriage, but often social norms and customs trump 

legislation and national policies. 

The study by Rupantaran Foundation aims at highlighting the gravity of the situation. 

Findings of this study will help to understand the real scenario of child marriage in Jangalia 

Gram Panchayat of South 24 Parganas in West Bengal. Different flowcharts, tables, and 

figures in this report outline the correlation of child marriage with various socio-economic 

factors that persists in the area. 

We intend to discuss the findings of this study with government agencies and other 

organizations through different levels of consultation. Recommendation of these 

consultations will be reflected in the final report of this study. 

 

 

Abhishek                                                                                              Smita Sen                                                          

                                                           
1
 Ending Child Marriage: Progress and prospects, UNICEF, New York, 2014 

2
 Child Marriage in India: An analysis of available data(2012), UNICEF, New Delhi, 2012 

3
 Asia Child Marriage Initiative: Summary of Research in Bangladesh, India and Nepal, Plan Asia Regional Office, 

January, 2013 
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India is the home to largest number of child brides as almost 47 percent of girls are married 

before the age of 18. Among these girls, the majority are married within the age of 15 to 

18. Child marriage is the worst form of violation of rights as it ends their chance of 

education, blocks opportunities of gaining skill, expose them to risk of early pregnancy and 

increase the risk of sexual violence and HIV infection. 

Child marriage has existed for centuries. It is deep-rooted in the tradition, social norms, 

gender norms and poverty. Prevalence of child marriage is high in rural areas which is 

almost 56 percent, where families and parents arrange a marriage for girls. 

There are different socio-economic factors like poverty, traditional norms, gender roles and 

lack of opportunities that are responsible for child marriage. Marrying off girls at an early 

age has an impact on health, education, gender inequality, livelihood, and violence. 

Through this study, we intend to understand the prevalence of child marriage. No data 

related to child marriage for Jangalia Gra Panchayat is available on a national and 

international level, so findings of this study will serve as a baseline for future intervention 

related to child marriage in this area. For this study, Rupantaran gathered information from 

the adult members.  

 

For selecting a sample size of this study, the data of Census 2011 is considered as the 

baseline. With the aid of online calculator based on a formula, a sample size of 359 

households is determined. For a systematic approach, first, we have framed questions that 

will help in identifying different social-economic factors affecting child marriage. In this 

study we will emphasize on: 

 What is the current prevalence of child marriage in Jangalia Panchayat 

area? 

 

 What are different socio-economic factors responsible for child marriage in 

this area? 

 

 What are factors the local community believes to be responsible for child 

marriage? 

 

 What is the current knowledge level of the community regarding the ill-

effects of child marriage? 
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Findings of this study will help in determining a correlation between different factors 

responsible for child marriage. 

 37.68 percent girls have been married off before the legal age.  

 

 1 out of 3 among Hindu household reported occurrence of child marriage 

whereas 1 out of 2 marriages in Muslim households is a child marriage 

 

 Among the Muslim OBC households, the majority of girls are married below 

the age of eighteen and it amounts to almost 50 percent. 

 

 30.77 percent respondents believe that poverty is the major reason for child 

marriage 

 

 

It is important to assess the awareness and knowledge level of the sample size regarding 

child marriage as it will help in understanding the perspective. It will also help in 

formulating an intervention in the future. 

 Both in households that have witnessed child marriage in last five years and 

those that have not, know the legal age of marriage. 

 

 Child marriage is not perceived as a violation of rights by the respondents 

as it is considered more of a health issue. 

 

 Around one-third of the respondents know about the Prohibition of Child 

Marriage Act, 2006 and among these very few know that can lead to jail or 

fine. 

 

 Maximum respondents consider father or any guardian of the bride is the 

sole person to be punished if there is a violation of Prohibition of Child 

Marriage Act, 2006. 
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The main aim of this study is to assess the extent of child marriage in Jangalia Panchayat of 

South 24 Parganas in West Bengal and its reasons. During different levels of outreach by 

the project staff of Rupantaran Foundation, residents of this Gram Panchayat cited different 

instances of child marriage in the locality. Through this study, we intend to identify the 

trend of child marriage.  

When asked about the reasons of child marriage in the area, residents pointed out various 

socio-economic factors. Few common answers by parents of the area are “ajkal to chele 

meyera paliye jai tai taratari biye die di” (Nowadays, girls elope so we marry them off fast). 

On the other hand, the youth of the village had another perspective regarding the reasons 

for child marriage. 

This study focusses on identifying the reasons that are responsible for child marriage. 

Findings and feedback from respondents will help us to understand the reason of child 

marriage and perspective of parents as well as the youth regarding the same. It will help 

Rupantaran Foundation to design their future intervention and strengthen their ongoing 

programs. 

When this study was conducted, only state-level data of child marriage was available. 

However, while compiling the findings of the survey and writing this report, the latest data 

on child marriage has been already published by the national agencies. Findings of this 

study will serve as the baseline for various interventions by the organization or its partner 

agencies in this area. 

Since data is not available for this particular gram panchayat; the result of this study will 

provide government bodies, the organization, and others, the information regarding the 

actual scenario of child marriage and its reasons. The finding will help the organization to 

implement different development interventions in this area related to child marriage 

The report will serve as a medium for identifying different socio-economic factors 

responsible for child marriage. It will highlight the correlation of child marriage with other 

factors like poverty, limited economic opportunities, caste discrimination and social norms. 

The study report will help Rupantaran Foundation for further consultation and advocacy at 

different levels with government agencies. 
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Child marriage has been a major concern as it has various implications on the life of young 

girls. The government of various countries including that of India has taken measures to 

stop child marriage. In 2006, the Government of India has implemented a new law after 

amending the existing law, prevalent then, to reduce the number of child marriages in the 

country. It is considered to be one of the worst forms of right violation for children. There 

are different factors that influence the instances of child marriage. Gender norms, sexuality, 

and poverty are three important determinants of child marriage. 

 

The purpose of this study is to know the prevalence of child marriage in the Jangalia Gram 

Panchayat. This study is important as there is no micro level data available related to child 

marriage for this area. For any reference, the only source of information is the data 

available for the district South 24 Parganas. For this particular study, we have reviewed 

different works on child marriage by both national and international agencies. These have 

served as a guide for formulating the strategy for conducting this study, deciding on the 

methodology, the layout of the report and other details.  

 

The study follows a systematic approach and the calculation of sample size is based on the 

data presented in the last census. Stratified random sampling for selecting the sample for 

this survey ensures an even distribution of the sample. The questionnaire, finding, and 

analysis are validated by the existing literature on child marriage. The finding of this study 

is analyzed based on the inferences of studies conducted by various national and 

international funding agencies and organizations. 

 

The findings of this study are analyzed by the research team. Existing works on child 

marriage depicting data serves as the point of reference for this study. We conducted a 

consultation with the local stakeholder and collected the recommendation for this study. 
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“Child marriage is a violation of children’s rights. Despite being 

prohibited by international law, it continues to rob millions of 

girls around the world of their childhood. It forces them out of 

education and into a life of poor prospects, with increased risk of 

violence, abuse, ill health or early death. 15 million girls marry 

before the age of 18 each year, the equivalent of 1 every 2 

seconds.”                                              -Plan International 

Background
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Rubina (name changed) lives in a small village name Punpua of Jaynagar-1 Block. She got 

married when she and reading in class VII, at the age of 14. What she calls home is a mud 

house, with an asbestos roof. Her father is incapable of any laborious job because of joint 

pains and chest pain and her mother works as an agriculture labor, earning between 

Rs.1600 to Rs.1700 per month. Rubina has two sisters reading in class IV and class VI 

respectively. They were raised with financial assistance for their maternal uncle (mama), 

living in another village called Dhapdhapi.  

Rubina looked physically grown and mature, and older than others in her age group. Her 

physical appearance made her uncle realize that it would be very difficult to get her married 

later, so, she needs to be married off immediately. Her uncle took every decision for the 

family, as he assisted the poor family, financially. Her father had no right to express his 

opinion or take decisions as he didn’t earn for his family. Ultimately, Rubina got married to a 

man in Dhapdhapi, the village in which her uncle resided.  

It turned out that her husband was an alcoholic and a gambler. Rubina did household 

chores and cooked for her in-laws all through the day. When she was pregnant, at such an 

early age, her in-laws did not allow her to go to Punpua and stay with her parents there. 

She had to do almost all household jobs during her pregnancy, which led to her first 

miscarriage and expulsion from her in-law’s place. She was sent back home and asked 

never to return to her in-laws home. Apart from the mental humiliation which she faced 

after being expelled by her in-laws, Rubina also faced severe physical problems like 

weakness, abdominal pain, nausea, drowsiness and was almost bedridden. 

Now, her mother is the sole earning member of the family as her uncle has stopped sending 

money regularly. Rubina did not continue with her studies but her two younger sisters now 

go to school. Since her mother cannot afford the cost of her education, Rubina now takes 

care of various household activities. Now she dreads, even the thought of getting married 

again

Well, this is not a stray incident happening in a particular Block in West Bengal, but a 

reality.  

  

 “Child marriage, defined as a formal marriage or informal union before age 18, is a reality 

for both boys and girls, although girls are disproportionately the most affected. Child 

marriage is widespread and can lead to a lifetime of disadvantage and deprivation.” 4 

In India, almost 47 percent of girls are married before they turn 18. It is estimated that 

India is home to largest number of child brides in comparison to data worldwide. Rate and 

instances of child marriage are different for various states. Few girls are married within the 

age bracket of 15, but the rate is high within the age group of 15 to 18.5 

                                                           
4
 Child Marriage, UNICEF, 22 October, 2014 

5
 Girls Not Bride: Child marriage around the world 
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According to Prohibition of Child Marriage Act (PCMA), 2006, 18 is the legal age for women 

to get married and 21 for men. To prevent instances of child marriage PCMA has cited 

punishments and created Child Marriage Prohibition Officers. The Prohibition Of Child 

Marriage Act, 2006 mentions that if a family reports child marriage, the marriage can be 

annulled.  

Across the globe, child marriage is considered as a violation of rights as it ends education of 

girls, blocks opportunities of developing life skills and vocational skills exposes them to risks 

of early pregnancy and motherhood before they are psychologically and physically ready for 

it. It also increases the risk of child brides of HIV infection and sexual violence.6 

The practice of child marriage in India has existed for centuries. It is a complex issue and 

deeply rooted in a matrix of tradition, social pressures, poverty and gender norms. This 

practice is common in rural areas, where often parents or families arrange these marriages 

and girls do not have any choice.7 In rural areas, child marriage is 56 percent in comparison 

to urban areas where it is 29 percent.8 

 

The report emphasizes on different aspects of child marriage. During the study, residents of 

Jangalaia panchayat were asked to state the reason of child marriage. But, before delving 

deep, it is important to understand the factors responsible for child marriage. Poverty, 

security factors, gender roles, traditions or social obligations, and limited scope of education 

have turned out to be the important factors for child marriage.  

Poverty 

For many families marrying daughters early is a viable strategy for survival, as it reduces 

the expense of clothing, feeding and educating by one family member. In few African and 

Asian countries, a financial transaction involving marriage serves as a major driving force of 

early marriage of girls. Parents in countries like India, Nepal, Pakistan and Bangladesh, 

parents are of the notion that marrying the girls early lowers the burden of dowry.9 

Gender roles 

Another reason for early marriage of girls is to ensure their security especially in areas 

where there are high risks of sexual or physical assault. Gender roles also play an important 

factor influencing child marriage. In communities where gender inequality between boys and 

girls persists, child marriage is a common practice.10 

                                                           
6
 http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2013/child_marriage_20130307/en/ 

7
 http://www.who.int/mediacentre/news/releases/2013/child_marriage_20130307/en/ 

8
 Girls Not Bride: Child marriage around the world 

9
 International Center for Research on Women (ICRW): The Causes, Consequences and Solutions to Forced Child 

Marriage in the Developing World, by Anju Malhotra, Washington DC, July 15, 2010 
10

 Girls Not Bride: Why Does Child Marriage Happen 
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Traditions & Norms 

In many communities, parents marry off their daughters early to prevent the latter from 

being sexually active prior to marriage. If so, they believe that the girl will bring dishonor to 

the family. Status of women in many societies is determined by their marital status. Parents 

are often forced to marry off their daughters early, as they fear that the girls would remain 

unmarried. Thus, early marriage of daughters often helps families to stay connected with 

their clan.11 

Lack of Opportunities 

The limited scope of education or schooling is another reason for early marriage of girls. 

Lack of good schools in the vicinity and inability to pay fees prevents girls from going to 

school. In few parts educating a girl is of less priority than that of a boy as it is considered 

that women have other roles to play like homemaker, mother, and wife. For poorer 

sections, sending a boy to school is much more rewarding economically.12 

 

Child marriage has an impact on different aspects of girls. Marrying off the girls early 

hinders the fulfillment of six out of eight Millennium Development Goals. International 

communities will fail to fulfill their commitment to reduce poverty until the problem of child 

marriage is tackled.13 A deeper understanding of impacts will help in designing various 

interventions in the area.  

Health 

Due to early marriage often the body of a girl is not developed and this increases the risk of 

injury, various illness and even death during childbirth. Early pregnancy increases the risk 

of death during childbirth by almost five times. For mothers who are under the age of 

eighteen, the risk also extends to infants. Chances of child death in the first year of birth 

increases by 60 percent than those born to mothers aged above 19. Obstetric fistula is 

another risk that young mothers face during childbirth.14 

Child brides are also at a higher risk of transmitting HIV and other sexually transmitted 

infections. They lack knowledge about contraception and do not have the power of 

                                                           
11

 International Center for Research on Women (ICRW): The Causes, Consequences and Solutions to Forced Child 
Marriage in the Developing World, by Anju Malhotra, Washington DC, July 15, 2010 
12

 International Center for Research on Women (ICRW): The Causes, Consequences and Solutions to Forced Child 
Marriage in the Developing World, by Anju Malhotra, Washington DC, July 15, 2010 
13

 Girls Not Bride: What Is The Impact? 
14

 International Center for Research on Women (ICRW): The Causes, Consequences and Solutions to Forced Child 
Marriage in the Developing World, by Anju Malhotra, Washington DC, July 15, 2010 
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abstaining from sex. Often they have a big difference in age with their spouse which makes 

it difficult to negotiate safe sex practices.15 

Education 

Child marriage deprives girls of their childhood. Child brides drop out of school and this 

hinders personal growth and development. In a way, it prevents them to prepare for 

adulthood and pursue a livelihood.16 Post marriage they are burdened with domestic 

responsibilities and motherhood rather than studying and pursuing a character or playing 

with friends.  

Child brides have to stay with husband and his family, where they are often powerless.17 

They lack the support of family for continuing education. Negotiation with marital family for 

continuing education is difficult than with natal family. Even schools do not have provisions 

to accommodate the need of child brides. Thus, it excludes them from the education 

system.18 

Gender inequality 

Young brides have to face various levels of powerlessness. She is vulnerable to in-laws and 

judgment regarding the ability to handle responsibilities. Needs of the family and groom is 

of paramount experience and her desires are now secondary. The integrity of her own body- 

control over her body and desires is often compromised as the community or family decides 

about contraception and sexual activity. 

Violence 

Child marriage increases the risk of violence throughout the lifetime.19 They are exposed to 

emotional, sexual and physical abuse. In a study by ICRW, it was highlighted that girls who 

were married before the age of eighteen experienced physical violence twice and sexual 

violence thrice more than those married later.20 

Livelihood 

Due to early marriage, girls drop out from school and find fewer resources to develop their 

skill. These girls are economically vulnerable and they fail to negotiate with marital family 

regarding paid employment. Early marriage also results in the lack of aspiration. Burdened 

with domestic responsibilities, seldom do they have any chance of identifying any 

alternative. This makes them dependent on their husband and his family.21 

                                                           
15

 Girls Not Bride: What Is The Impact? 
16

 Girls Not Bride: What Is The Impact? 
17

 International Center for Research on Women (ICRW): The Causes, Consequences and Solutions to Forced Child 
Marriage in the Developing World, by Anju Malhotra, Washington DC, July 15, 2010 
18

 Early and Child Marriage In India, A Landscape Analysis, Nirantar Trust, April 2015 
19

 Girls Not Bride: What Is The Impact? 
20

 International Center for Research on Women (ICRW): The Causes, Consequences and Solutions to Forced Child 
Marriage in the Developing World, by Anju Malhotra, Washington DC, July 15, 2010 
21

 Early and Child Marriage In India, A Landscape Analysis, Nirantar Trust, April 2015 
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Rupantaran Foundation is a registered not for profit, non-political, organization formed in 

2009 with a vision of a society free of discrimination, where everybody shares a mutual 

respect. Rupantaran works with youth and adolescent on issues of gender, child protection 

including early marriage.  

The organization engages young people in social justice, equity, and social change 

processes so that they can carry forward these linkages in their personal life, in a way 

become effective and expressive change agents for their surroundings. We (Rupantaran 

Foundation) believe, if the vibrant cohort of youth in India is constructive and aware then 

they can shape a just, equitable and nonviolent world.  

At Rupantaran, we perceive youths as “Actors” rather than “Objects” of development and 

facilitate the process of developing the perspective of youth on social issues. We aim at 

inspiring young people for shaping their vision and help them in their journey as change 

makers. In each of our programs, we promote the idea of active citizenship as we believe 

that all of us have a responsibility towards the society to make it better and balanced. 

Years of research highlights that child marriage contributes to various social problems that 

affects India- poverty, high birth rates, malnutrition, infant mortality, illiteracy, 

unemployment and low life expectancy. Child brides are twice as likely to be beaten and 

thrice as likely to experience forced sex in comparison to girls married later.  

Adolescent girls aged within 15 to 19 are twice more likely to die in childbirth than women 

in their twenties and those under 15 years of age are five times more likely to die. For those 

that survive, chances of stillbirth or newborn death are 50 percent higher than women in 

the age bracket 20 to 29.  

Often child marriage is used as a means for trafficking of young girls for the commercial sex 

trade, one of the worst forms of atrocity on a girl child and gross human rights violation. 

Unfortunately, deep-rooted patriarchal beliefs about the role and value of a girl combined 

with the intractable problem of poverty sustain the problem of child marriage over 

generations.  

In spite of having The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act which bans marriage for girls below 

18 and of boys below 21, still, India has the highest number of child brides. In West Bengal 

every second marriage is early marriage as the rate of early marriage as per NFHS–III is 

54.7%.  

South 24 Parganas is particularly infamous for trafficking of young girls and selling them in 

brothels in Mumbai, Pune, and Delhi. The area where we work (Joynagar– I Block, South 24 

Parganas) has over 85 percent of socio-economically marginalized section comprising of 

scheduled caste (SC) and other backward class (OBC / Minority) where early marriage even 

at the age of 13 and 14 is common.  
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Though it has been five years since the launch of Integrated Child Protection Scheme but 

both at the block and village level child protection committees are yet to be formed which 

can act as a protective umbrella for these girls at risk.  

In this context, after identifying these gaps and vulnerability, Rupantaran strives to create 

an environment of care and protection for children by stopping the practice of early 

marriage in the area. Below are the strategies of Rupantaran in this regard: 

 Change the knowledge, attitude, and practices of the community to stop 

early marriage, and reduce the gender gap- We conduct door to door awareness 

and small group meetings in the community regarding ill effects of early marriage. 

To identify households where adolescents are vulnerable to being married off early 

we conduct home visits. This helps in emphasizing our effort. Mass awareness rallies, 

events, street, mahalla theaters, wall graffiti etc. are organized to ensure reaching 

out to people and spread awareness simultaneously. 

  

 Form youth groups who are well aware of various issues and will act as peer 

educators- To make the young generation aware, we conduct sessions with them in 

High schools of the area, on topics like reproductive health, ill-effects of early 

marriage and Child Marriage Prevention Act. 

 

 Conduct sensitization and orientation sessions with community 

stakeholders- We organize meetings on a regular basis with parents, panchayat 

members, local government officials, ICDS staff, and teachers. 

This study will help us to understand the ground reality of Child Marriage in this Jangalia 

Gram Panchayat and frame our future interventions in the field of child marriage based on 

it. Since no data on child marriage is available at the Panchayat level and Block level it will 

be the first of its kind. We intend to share the results of this study with the government 

officials in block and district level for shaping our future course of action. 

 

 

Child marriage is a reality and has severe impacts on a large proportion of girls who are 

below the age of eighteen. In the developing world, almost one out of nine girls is married 

before they turn fifteen. India counts sixth among first ten countries high in terms of child 

marriage among girls.22 

According to Census report, in India, almost 102.61 million women who amount to 

approximately sixth of the female population of the country were married prior to the age of 

                                                           
22

 http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/at-240-million-india-has-a-third-of-child-marriages-in-the-
world/article1-1251139.aspx 
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18.23 Again at the state level, since 2008, 31.6 percent of women are married below the age 

of eighteen, out of which 35.9 percent is in the rural area.24 

Jangalia Panchayat is situated in South 24 Parganas. According to DLHS 4, almost 20.3 

percent women are married below the age of eighteen, since 2008, in the rural areas of this 

particular district.25 Beyond this data, no micro level information regarding child marriage is 

available. The study aims at identifying the real scenario regarding the prevalence of child 

marriage in Jangalia panchayat of South 24 Parganas. 

For this survey, we have utilized the existing infrastructure and resources of the local 

bodies. Use of proven and scientific methods ensures that the inference of this study will be 

reliable. It will serve as a tool for identifying the correlation of different socio-economic 

factors with child marriage.  

It will help to understand the causes of child marriage in the particular panchayat and 

perception of people about it. We will also get a glimpse of religion wise and caste-wise data 

of child marriage. Data of this study will serve as a baseline for future interventions related 

to child marriage in this area. The findings will help us to understand the area to be 

emphasized and help the organization to plan awareness programs. 

 

The goal of this study is ‘To identify the prevalence of child marriage in Jangalia 

Panchayat in last five years, and recognize reasons and assess the perception of 

inhabitants regarding it’.  

The methodology used for this study aims at fulfilling the goal of this study. Objectives of 

this survey are based on the goal and those are 

 To identify the lowest age of child marriage in Jangalia Panchayat that will 

help in understanding the occurrence of same 

 

 To recognize socio-economic factors responsible for child marriage. 

 

 To understand the knowledge level of respondents regarding legal age, 

consequence, and impact on child marriage 

 

 To know the correlation between gender and child marriage 

 

 

                                                           
23

 http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/fact-1-in-6-indian-women-marry-under-18/ 
24

 www.rchiips.org/pdf/dlhs4/report/WB.pdf 
25

 https://nrhm-mis.nic.in/DLHS4/.../South%2024%20Parganas.pdf 

http://www.rchiips.org/pdf/dlhs4/report/WB.pdf
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Participants of this survey are residents of Jangalia Panchayat. Total 359 households were 

surveyed; the selection procedure will be discussed in details in the Methodology section of 

this report. Only adult members of the household were interviewed during the study. Out of 

total respondents, 57.94 percent were Hindus and the rest 42.06 percent were Muslims. 

Her, thee average size of the family is 4.72. Almost 50.24 percent of the respondent is 

Schedule Caste, followed by 22.56 percent of Muslim Other Backward Class, then Muslim 

General 19.5 percent and Hindu general caste is almost 7.24 percent. 53.20 percent 

respondents are above the poverty level and 46.80 percent are below it. 

 

Jangalia Gram Panchayat falls under Joynagar– I Block of the district South 24 Parganas in 

West Bengal. Joynagar– I Block is amongst the 19 blocks of India in the Sunderban Delta. 

The block has 55, 734 households and population is 2, 63,151, out of which 39 percent is 

Scheduled Caste and a considerable population of minority and other backward classes. 

Almost 36.92 of total percentage is illiterate while the situation of women is even worse as 

the illiteracy rate is 43.24 percent. 

Jangalia has 4333 households and population is 19,938 with an average family size of 4.60. 

The panchayat has 50.15 percent Scheduled Caste and a considerable population of 

minority and other backward classes. The sex ratio is quite low (931) and the illiteracy rate 

is 37.89 percent which is higher than the block.26   

The economy is primarily agriculture based. Nearly 72 percent people are dependent on 

agriculture for labor. Almost 76 percent of the agricultural land depends solely on rain and 

87 percent of the agriculture lands are single cropped one.  

There are two high schools in the panchayat. In order to pursue higher education, students 

have to travel long distances, which takes nearly an hour by public transport like train. 

There are three health sub-centers while the nearest hospital is hours by public transport 

(train). 61.60 percent of households visit quacks for health related problems. 

Only 23.67 percent are pukka houses (concretes), while 87.19 percent house uses firewood/ 

coal/ dung as fuel for cooking purpose. 10.31 percent of the household have motorized 

means of commuting. More than 50 percent household do not have any TV. 

In this area, few incidents of human trafficking have been reported in the past, marrying off 

girls at the age of 14 to 15 has also been reported. Boys and girls are expected to take up 

their gender defined role as an adult even at the age of 14 to15 years.  
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There is no individual data at the block level regarding child marriage, and this report aims 

to fulfill the gap. This study was conducted only in one Gram Panchayat, so there is no 

scope of comparing the result or trend of child marriage with other blocks of South 24 

Parganas or other districts. 

Human bias was reflected in the responses of many respondents as many respondents 

already know the legal age of marrying off girls. During the survey, many parents or adult 

members of the household reported that their daughter was married off at the age of 

eighteen. 

There was no scope of clarifying whether the information provided by the respondents is 

correct or not. Since registration certificate and other documents are not available, we could 

not reevaluate data regarding the age of marriage. Interviewers had to rely solely on the 

respondents for information. 
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Methodology 
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The study can be divided into four stages or components- 

First component is the Review ofLLiterature on child and early marriage. It includes 

different academic articles, key studies, policy documents and reports that we have 

identified through keyword search on various search engines. Review of literature provides a 

theoretical and intellectual base to this report. It will help in understanding the existing 

policies, intervention and identify factors responsible for child marriage and its 

consequences. It also helped in formulating the questionnaires for interviewing the samples. 

Second component is Primary Data Collection. We interviewed an adult member of each 

household based on a questionnaire and held focus group discussions with child brides. Both 

the structured interview and FGD helps in understanding the true scenario of child marriage 

in the Jangalia Panchayat, various socio-economic factors responsible and perception of 

respondents’ early marriage. 

Third component is Tabulation of Data and Analysis of Findings. After collecting the 

data of the survey, we tabulated the data with the use of Microsoft Excel. The detailed 

finding of the survey will help in identifying the lowest age of early marriage, religion and 

caste base incidents of child marriage, and knowledge level of respondents regarding child 

marriage. We have analyzed the findings against various state level and national 

parameters. 

Fourth component is collecting Recommendation. After preparing the first draft of this 

report, we intend to conduct various levels of consultation at the Block and District level. We 

plan to collate the recommendations, incorporate in this report and use it for future 

interventions in the arena of child marriage. 

 

For conducting this study in Jangalia Gram Panchayat, Rupantaran Foundation relied on the 

social map of the Integrated Child Development Services in the area. There are 32 ICDs 

under this Gram Panchayat. The social maps are prepared by Anganwadi workers. They 

reflect the catchment area assigned to each ICDS worker and provide a detailed list of 

households.  

As per the latest data of Census 2011, there are 4333 households in this Gram Panchayat. 

This served as the baseline for selecting the sample size. We have used an online tool or 

calculator that is widely used by statistical services and government agencies of different 

countries. (The process is explained in details in the Annexure) 

Initially, a sample size of 450 households was considered. Out of these few were not 

present during the study and few were reluctant to be a part of this study. After deducting, 

this number from the sample size the number came down to 359 households. 
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For this survey, each household was assigned a six digit unique code. This will help in future 

references also.  

 

Interviewers of this study were youth from this Gram Panchayat. Specifically youth within 

the age bracket of 20 to 30 from the local community was chosen. It was a mixed group of 

ten who are proficient in the local dialect.  

All the assessors were graduate or above and had knowledge in various social issues. After 

selecting based on different criterions, surveyors were imparted knowledge regarding child 

marriage and related issues relevant to this study. They were also trained on procedures of 

this study. Details of selection and training will be mentioned in the following sections.   

 

For this study, we have prepared a questionnaire for interviewing the head of each 

household. Research questions were based on the goal and objective of this study. Different 

questions were framed to seek answers to the four basic questions, which will help in 

identifying the extent of child marriage and social-economic factors affecting it.  

 What is the prevalence of child marriage in Jangalia Panchayat area? 

 

 Which socio-economic factors are responsible for child marriage here? 

 

 What are the factors that the local community believes to be responsible for 

child marriage? 

 

 What is the current knowledge level of the community regarding the ill-

effects of child marriage? 

 

 

The methodology of this study can be segregated into three phases. Different steps of each 

phase are interconnected and aim at a seamless study of samples. For a better 

understanding of the methodology of this study, below is the pictorial representation of the 

same through a flowchart. It will outline the process followed by the research team and 

interviewers of Rupantaran Foundation, for conducting this study and will help the 

organization and other stakeholders to replicate the process in similar studies in the future. 
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Phase I 

Preparation of draft questionnaire- Based on the PPI and NFHS, the research team prepared 

the questionnaire for interviewing an adult member of each household. Different questions 

in the draft survey sheet were in local vernacular to ensure better communication with 

respondents. 

Field testing or piloting and finalization of the questionnaire- The draft questionnaire was 

field tested by the members of the research team of Rupantaran Foundation. To assess the 

efficacy of this questionnaire it was tested in twelve households by five team members. 

After the pilot study, the surveyors had provided feedback regarding the difficulties they 

faced and other experiences. Area of emphasis was- chronological order of questions, ability 

to understand questions of respondents, use of local terminology in questionnaire while 

interviewing and its relevance with the local scenario. Based on these aspects the final 

version of the questionnaire was prepared by the core research team.  

Selection of examiners- For conducting this study, we selected interviewers from the local 

community. It was mandatory that minimum education qualification of these candidates was 

a graduation degree. Since the questionnaire was in vernacular language and various local 

terms were used, it was ensured that candidates are conversant in the local dialect. A mixed 

group of eight youth within the age bracket of 20 to 30 was chosen for this study. Other 

criterions for choosing candidates were communication skill, understanding of different 

social issues, attitude, confidence and personality traits important for interviewing 

respondents. 

Training of interviewers- After selection, these eight candidates were trained by the core 

research team on different aspects of this study, to ensure full-proof execution of the same. 

One day long training was conducted at Project Facilitating Center of Rupantaran Foundation 

situated in Thakurdaha of Joynagar I Block, Jangalia Panchayat. During the training, the 

participants were imparted with knowledge regarding child marriage, basic of the survey, 

rules for conducting it and different approaches. To improve their efficiency mock sessions 

were held where participants could conduct the survey. 

 

Phase II 

Interview of the sample- With the final version of the questionnaire, the eight trained youth 

conducted the survey with the adult members of 359 households. Duration of this survey 

was of twenty days and time span was between 9 am to 4 pm. The team had a leader- the 

survey coordinator who was responsible for hamlet-wise and ICDS-wise distribution of 

interviewers. The coordinator was responsible for handholding the others in the team also.  

Desk review of data- After completion of the interview, survey coordinator conducted desk 

review. This step is to ensure that no questions have been missed and all the entry in the 

survey sheet is correct. In short, this step aims at reducing the scope of manual errors by 

the interviewers.  
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Prepare template and data entry- For a seamless data entry first, a template was prepared 

in Microsoft Excel. This spreadsheet comprised of different options based on the questions in 

the survey sheet to accommodate different responses. For the convenience of data entry, 

formula basic to Microsoft Excel was used; this also helped the team while tabulating 

findings. The process of data entry was under the supervision of survey coordinator. 

Data Cleansing- Next step is data cleansing by the survey coordinator. Data cleansing 

involves correcting or detecting inaccurate records from any database or table. After 

cleansing, the data will be in tandem with others in this system. Inconsistencies that are 

removed are often caused by manual errors during entry, corruption during transmission or 

storage.27 For this, he tallied the entry with different survey sheets to identify mistakes, if 

any and rectify those.  

 

Phase III 

Findings and analysis – Finding of this study outlines the exact numbers of child marriages 

in the Jangalia Gram Panchayat. It provides a religion and caste-wise ratio of child 

marriages in the area. It also helps to assess the knowledge level of child marriage and its 

impact on individuals and society. Based on few responses and findings, Focus Group 

Discussions were also conducted by the core research group with child brides, to identify the 

real scenario. Findings of this study are represented graphically in the following sections of 

this report for a better understanding of the research team, stakeholders, and readers. To 

understand the severity of the condition, we have analyzed these findings based on various 

parameters and compared it against state and national level data. We sought the help of 

reports, articles, press release for analyzing our findings. 

Preparation of draft report- The draft report provides an overview of child marriage in India, 

its reason and causes. It identifies the rationale for conducting this study, its scope, goal, 

objective, demographic details and the methodology involved in the process. The findings 

and analysis of it mentioned in the draft report will help in consultation with government 

officials and other stakeholders of the organization at Block and district level. 

Consultation with stakeholders and recommendation- Results or findings of this study will be 

the main point of discussion with during the consultation meets at the block and district 

levels with government officials and others. Through different rounds of discussion, we will 

collect the recommendation both at the programmatic level and policy level and incorporate 

it in the final report. 

Finalization of the report- Recommendation of our stakeholder and experts collected 

through various levels of consultation will be mentioned in the final report. Along with it, the 

final version will have acknowledgment, executive summary and other parts that make a 

report complete and helpful for future references. 
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Know the Numbers 
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A total of 359 households were interviewed in this study. As discussed earlier, the sample 

size was chosen by the process of Stratified Random Sampling. A major advantage of this 

sampling process is- response of the sample represents that of the entire population. 

 

Religion-wise distribution of samples 

Religion No. of households Percentage 

Hindu 208 57.94% 

Muslim 151 42.06% 

Total 359 100.00% 

 

Of the 359 households that were surveyed 208 were Hindu and 151 were Muslim 

households. Thus, 57.94 percent of household is Hindu and rest 42.06 percent is Muslim. 

 

Caste-wise distribution of samples 

 

Of the total population, 50.24 percent belongs to the Schedule Caste(SC), followed by 26.74 

percent General Caste and 22.84 percent are Other Backward Caste (OBC). 
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To understand the demography of the area, this data can be segregated further. The 

following data will show the religion wise distribution. 

 

Of the total respondents, Hindu General Caste are 26 i.e. 7.24 percent, Muslim General 

Caste is 70 i.e.19.50 percent, 181 respondents i.e. 50.24 percent respondents are from 

Schedule Caste, Hindu OBC amounts to 0.28 percent and Muslim OBC respondents are 81 

i.e. 22.56 percent. 

The scope of this study is to identify the incidences of child marriage in Jangalaia Gram 

Panchayat in last five years. Findings of this study will identify the percentage of early 

marriage, minimum age of child marriage, caste and religion-wise incidents of early 

marriage reported, causes and correlation with various socio-economic factors. 

Rate of early marriage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below 18, 

37.68% 

18 Years, 

21.74% 

Above 18 

years, 
40.58% 

Age of Marriage 
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The study reveals that among the household interviewed, in 37.68 percent households 

girls have been married off before the legal age. A 21.74 percent household has 

reported to marry off their children just at the age of 18. Only 40.58 percent girls are 

married off at the age of 18 or above. 

This 21.74 percent data seems to be a grey area. Core research team and other members 

who have prior experience of working with this community feel that the respondents are 

now aware of the legal age of marriage and it might be that they are reluctant in reporting 

the actual age when they married off their daughters. There are chances that few 

households within this bracket actually married off their daughter prior to the legal age. This 

is a significant number for the sake of this study. 

However, for this study, the number or the percentage of early marriage inferred as per the 

responses will serve as a baseline. All correlations of different factors with child marriage 

will be based on this number. 

 

Age of child marriage  

 

Data reveals that 42.13 percent of girls are married off before the age of fifteen. Whereas 

the rest 57.69 percent of girls are married off between the age brackets of 16 to 18. From 

the tables used for data entry, the lowest age of child marriage as reported by 

respondents is 14 years. 
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Religion-wise distribution of age of child marriage 

 

 

Of the total respondents, 57.94 percent are Hindu households. 30.43 percent household 

agreed that girls are married off below the age of 18, 26.09 percent of girls were married 

off just at the age of 18 and 43.48 percent are married above the age of 18. 

 

42.06 percent of the sample size comprises of Muslim households. 52.17 percent of 

respondents reported that they marry off the girls below the legal age, and 34.78 percent 

agreed that girls are married above the age of eighteen. 13.04 percent of respondents 

reported that girls were married just at 18 years. 

After comparing data related to the religion-wise classification of child marriage, it was 

inferred that almost 1 out of 3 in Hindu household is a child marriage whereas 1 out 

of 2 marriages in Muslim households is a child marriage. 
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Caste-wise distribution of age of child marriage 

 
Among Hindu General caste population, as per the respondents, there is no instance of child 

marriage, either they are married at the age of 18, or above it. There is an equal 

distribution of marriages at the age of 18 or above it. 

 

 

 
 

Among Hindu Schedule Caste, 41.67 percent girls are married above the age of 18. 

However, 38.89 percent girls are married below the age of 18 and 19.44 percent girls are 

married just at the age of 18. 
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Among the Muslim OBC households, the majority of girls are married below the 

age of eighteen and it amounts to almost 50 percent. 12.50 percent girls are married 

just at the age of 18 and 37.50 girls are married above the age of eighteen.  

 

While comparing the rate of child marriage of three different castes, it seems that Hindu 

General caste are aware regarding the legal age of marriage, so the instances of child 

marriage are low. 

 

Reasons of child marriage 
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An important objective of this study is to identify the reason of child marriage in the 

Jangalia Gram Panchayat. During the interview, a host of reasons has cropped up. Poverty, 

good offer from a groom, drop-out of school, affair of girls and perception regarding the age 

of marriage are important factors responsible for child marriage 

Poverty plays an important role that leads to child marriage. The combination of various 

factors is also responsible for early marriage. 30.77 percent respondents believe that 

poverty is the major reason for child marriage, a good offer from groom accounts for 

19.23 percent marriages. But, a combination of poverty and good offer from the groom side 

these factors leads to 11.54 percent of marriages. Drop-out of schools or sitting idle at 

home accounts for 19.23 percent child marriages, followed by 15.38 percent caused due to 

affairs of girls. 3.85 percent girls were married as they are considered old enough to get 

married. 

In the later portion of the report, while analyzing these findings, we have established the 

correlations of child marriage with various socio-economic reasons based on these findings. 

 

 

 

An integral part of this study is to assess the knowledge and awareness level of respondents 

regarding child marriage. It is important to know the knowledge level of respondents 

regarding the minimum age of marriage, consequences and legal implications as it will help 

in framing further interventions in this area related to child marriage.  

Assessment of awareness level will help us to understand underlying responsible for the 

prevalence of child marriage in this area. It will also help in understanding other factors that 

are indirectly related to child marriage. 

For better understanding, we have segregated the sample in two segments. First segment is 

the household that has reported the incidence of child marriage and second is rest of 

community. 
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Minimum age of marriage 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A major emphasis of this study was to assess the knowledge level of respondents who 

represent the residents of this Gram Panchayat regarding the legal age of marriage. When 

asked, 69.23 percent households that have reported an incident of child marriage and that 

they know about the legal age of marriage. In rest of the community,i.e. 74.17 percent 

sample size said that they know the minimum or legal age of marriage as defined by 

national law and regulations. 

 

Consequences of child marriage 
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For assessing the knowledge and awareness level of the respondents, the sample has been 

segregated in two distinct parts- households that have reported of child marriage in last five 

years referred as Household with Child Marriage and Rest of the community represents 

households who do not have reported of any child marriage. 

In all the areas the knowledge and awareness level of Household with Child Marriage is less 

than its counterpart. Overall, child marriage is not perceived as a violation of rights by the 

respondents. It is considered more of a health issue as a common response was “bacchar 

khoti, maer khoti” (both the mother and child suffers) which hinted at early pregnancy and 

child death. 

Different factors like lack of decision-making, separation of with husband, domestic 

violence, problems faced by child brides due to various gender defined roles never surfaced 

through the responses. This is a major gap as such incidents have been reported earlier. 

An important finding was that issues that have been highlighted through various medium 

have had an impact on the target population. A major source of knowledge regarding 

consequences of early pregnancy is what they have evidenced in their life be it in their 

family or in the locality. 
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Knowledge of legal aspect 

 

To understand the knowledge level of respondents regarding law related to child marriage 

we noticed an interesting result. For this, we asked two questions. First, whether they know 

about Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 and second what are the penalties for violating 

this law.  

There is not much difference in knowledge level regarding the Act between households that 

have reported the incidence of child marriage and rest of the community. Almost 38.46 

percent of household with child marriages know about this Act and 39.04 percent of the 

community knows about this Act. 

Violation of this Act might lead to jail and fine of a certain amount of money. When we 

asked about the punishment for violating this Act, households with incidences of child 

marriage seem to know more than the rest of the community. 26.92 percent of the 

household with child marriage knows about punishment and 9.61 percent of respondents 

from rest of the community know about punishment and rest are ignorant. 
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Knowledge regarding recipient of punishment 

 

When asked who will receive punishment if there is a violation of Prohibition of Child 

Marriage Act, 2006 the unanimous answer was father or guardian of the child bride. Be it 

the household with an instant of child marriage or rest of the community all think the father 

or a guardian of a bride should be punished. 

61.54 and 69.67 percent recipient agree respectively that father of the bride should receive 

punishment followed by 30.77 and 38.14 percent of people who think groom above the age 

of 18 should be punished, which is again followed by 15.38 and 21.32 percent respectively 

who organize the marriage.  

Respondents were ignorant that those attending such marriage can also be punished by law 

for violation. These responses reflect the lack of awareness regarding law pertaining to child 

marriage. From the above-mentioned data, we have concluded that only 0.30 percent of 

respondents from the rest of community have a clear knowledge of who all can be punished 

for violating the law regarding child marriage. It is graphically represented as: 
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“Almost everyone knows there is a law against child marriage. 

However, it still takes place as societal norms and pressure push 

people into breaking the law.”  

- Dora Giusti, UNICEF India 

 

 

Analysis of Key Findings
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The key findings of this study will help us to understand the true situation in terms of child 

marriage in Jangalia Gram Panchayat. For a better understanding, we have established the 

correlation between child marriage and other social economic factors. 

For analyzing the situation we have referred various existing studies by different nodal 

agencies and organizations. In the earlier part of the study, we have highlighted the 

important determinants for child marriage.  

Across different studies, poverty surfaced as the most important reason for child marriage. 

This study highlights that in Jangalia Gram Panchayat also it is the major determinant for 

child marriage. Based on the primary data we have received, the study team has done in-

depth research and analysis to understand the situation. 

Based on our analysis, the primary livelihood of people and economic condition are two 

important factors responsible for the prevalence of child marriage in this Gram Panchayat. 

 

 

 

 

The incidence of child marriage is more in households with uncertain financial future. It is 

maximum i.e. 42.55 percent among households whose primary livelihood is agricultural or 

non-agricultural labor, which is followed by 29.41 percent, households that rely on small 

businesses for a livelihood. 

 

 

 

0.00%

29.41%

42.55%

0.00%

10.00%

20.00%

30.00%

40.00%

50.00%

Salaried / Own Farm Small Business Labour (Agri or Non Agri)

Rate of Child Marriage Vs Primary Livelihood



 

39 | R u p a n t a r a n  F o u n d a t i o n  
 

 

Child marriage and Economic Condition 

 

 

PPI Score (International Tool to assess poverty based on asset)   

Correlation between 

Early marriage & PPI 

Score 

0.128 
A weak positive linear 

relationship 

Correlation between 

APL, BPL & PPI Score 
0.148 

A weak positive linear 

relationship but coefficient 

higher as compared to PPI 

 

We have used PPI score, an internationally accepted score, to understand the correlation 

between early marriage and poverty. As presented in the graph, the rate of child marriage 

is high i.e. 44.12 percent among the BPL card holders in comparison to that of APL card 

holders which is 31.43 percent. 

From this data, it is clear that poor economic conditions, low income, and financial 

uncertainty play an important role, rather the leading reason for child marriage in the 

area. 

 

Understanding correlation through Focus Group Discussion 

To understand the role of different socio-economic factors better, we have conducted a 

Focus Group Discussion with seven girls.  
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Profile of the Participants: The age of the participants is between 15 to 20 years, married at 

the age of 13 to 16 and has at least one child in the bracket of 2 months to 3 years. All of 

them attained motherhood before 18 years of age and are homemakers.  

Guiding questions for FGD 

 What is the current situation of child marriage in their in the locality (Jangalia)? 

 Why is child marriage occurring? 

 What are the factors responsible for child marriage? 

 What kind of problems do they have to face due to child marriage? 

 What they think should be done? 

Inference of FGD 

They felt that economic condition is a factor behind the early marriage in the area. Those 

who are relatively well off in the area can afford “late marriage” (marriage after 18 years) of 

their daughters. But in a poor family, they arrange the marriage of their daughters when 

they get any good ‘groom or family’ who is willing to marry their girls. As these girls grow 

they meet guys, often fall in love and decide to marry them as it is better than marrying 

someone unknown. On the other hand, parents are against this and they marry off their 

daughters early. 

 

Predefined gender roles have a major influence on child marriage. Women are perceived as 

daughter, wife, daughter-in-law and are designated specific roles where there is no room for 

aspiration beyond marriage. On the other hand for men, masculinity is the focal point of 

their gender norms. Their role is central to the power of controlling women, protecting her 

chastity. The age-old patriarchy has molded the gender norms and has led to marrying off 

daughters at an early age.28 

The concept of marriage is ingrained among men and women alike from a young age and 

finding an ideal partner is an absolute necessity. Families often fear that their children will 

not get an ideal match and marry them off at an early age is the only way to secure an ideal 

marriage.29 

After the marriage, the girl loses her power to say no to sex. Even they fail to express their 

desire. In case, a child bride expresses her desire, she is often suspected by the family 

members. A young bride is expected to adhere to gender norms and in case of any 

resistance, they might face aggression or violence. Eventually, the bride adjusts to these 

norms. 
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 Early and Child Marriage In India, A Landscape Analysis, Nirantar Trust, April 2015 
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 Early and Child Marriage In India, A Landscape Analysis, Nirantar Trust, April 2015 
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Family and community pressurize brides for early pregnancy for proving fertility. When a 

child bride insists on using contraception and fails to be pregnant, she might face violence, 

stigma or are abandoned by their husband. Thus, gender and sexuality have a deep impact 

on child marriage.30 

Sexuality 

Society has control over the sexuality of a girl right from her birth. This control is central to 

a patriarchal society that is segregated in terms of caste and class. Restricting a girl with 

different rules is often deemed as an act to determine her purity. The society has a negative 

attitude towards sexuality and there is no scope of accepting adolescent sexuality. 

Arranging the marriage of girls at an early age is another instance that shows the control of 

society on the sexuality of girls. Often girls choose to elope and marry the boy of their 

choice but it results in severe consequences for their respective families. Even the young 

couples have to severe ties with others in the family. Marrying at an early age, to a groom 

of their parents’ choice is the only choice left to these young brides.31 

 

During this study, we noticed that child marriage is considered more of a health issue than a 

violation of human rights. Respondents have often mentioned that young mothers have to 

face difficulties during pregnancy as they have to face motherhood early. In fact, even 

during the FGD, respondents said that they have witnessed the death of many young 

mothers during pregnancy. None of the participants of the FGD had institutional delivery. 

We have noticed a gap in the knowledge level and awareness level among respondents 

regarding child marriage, the legal age of marriage, consequences of early marriage and 

penalties for violating the law. 

An important aspect that we have noticed in this study is that the only information that the 

residents of this Gram Panchayat have received is from what they have witnessed in the 

neighborhood, be it firsthand experience or from others through word-of-mouth. The reason 

of majority respondents considering child marriage as a health issue is that they have 

witnessed young mothers facing health related problems at the time of childbirth in their 

neighborhood. 

Another major gap we noticed is that respondents could not correlate child marriage with 

domestic violence, separation with their spouse, problem with in-laws and lack of decision 

making by young brides, as all were focused on the health aspect of child marriage. 
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Few Important 

Recommendations 
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Early or child marriage is the cause of various interconnected factors. For effective and 

sustainable solution it is important to engage different stakeholders of the society to ensure 

a holistic approach. Engagement of government and non-government bodies ensure a 

collective effort that will help in eradicating this problem from its root. 

After documenting the findings of this study, and analyzing it we have conducted a block 

level consultation where both with government and non-government agencies were present. 

The team of Rupantaran discussed with different agencies about the gaps highlighted in this 

study and collected recommendation in order to implement the same that while planning 

future interventions. 

The block level consultation was attended by the officials of local body and law enforcement 

agency. Discussion and sharing the finding of the study through presentations were two 

important components of this consultation. The objective of this consultation was  

 To draw strategies to ensure an environment of protection for children with 

a special focus on child marriage in Joynagar – I Block.  

 

 Sharing of findings of Study conducted by Rupantaran Foundation on Child 

Marriage that includes the rate of child marriage and its prominence in 

correlation with different socio economic factors. 

 

 

 

 

 

There was a thorough discussion about the causes, and prevalence of early marriage as 

highlighted in the study. From the discussion, the recommendations that surfaced are: 

1. There is a strong need for an increase in awareness level of the community 

regarding ill-effects of child marriage, laws preventing it and including its 

punishment. 

 

2. ICDS can play a key role in making the community members especially 

women aware about the child protection issues especially child marriage. 

 

3. Child marriage is a socio-economical issue and requires a multiple-level 

approach to reduce those socio-economic factors. The main emphasis 

should be on poverty which is one of the major reasons for child marriage in 

the area. Awareness generation surfaced as an effective way of reducing 

the prevalence of child marriage. 

 

“We, the representative of people cannot reduce the level of child marriage by camps and meetings. 

We have to start from the grass-root level. We can provide them governmental support, increase 

cooperation and awareness of people.” 

                              - Smt. Madhabi Halder (Sabhapati, Joynagar – I Block Panchayat Samiti) 
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4. Proactive Block level and Village Level Child Protection Committees need to 

be formed, and there is a need for capacity building of Block level and 

Village Level Child Protection Committees by the District Child Protection 

Unit.  

 

5. An important strategy to be adopted for reducing the incidence of child 

marriage is ensuring retention of children in formal school.  

 

6. There is also need of organizing awareness camps with adolescents 

regarding the physical and mental changes and its correlation with the 

effects of early marriage. 

 

7. All stakeholders- Government officials, Elected representatives, Police, Child 

Line, Legal Aid, and NGOs have to work in collaboration to ensure an 

environment of protection for the children. 
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Annexure: 
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For conducting this study and preparing the report we have used following data sources.  

a. National Family Health Survey (NHFS) - NHFS is a multi-round and large-scale 

survey conducted through a representative survey of household in all the states of 

India. Four rounds of this survey have been conducted till date. This survey aims at 

highlighting information on fertility, maternal and child health, nutrition, reproductive 

health, anemia, quality of family planning and health services, infant and child 

mortality and practice of family planning. Data used in this report is the inference of 

NFHS III conducted by the International Institute for Population Sciences under the 

guidance and supervision of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, India. 

 

 

b. Census- Census is a systematical procedure of obtaining and recording information 

about members of a population.32 In India, it has been conducted fifteen times in 

every ten years. First one was held in 1871, after 1961 the census was conducted by 

Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India. Since, 1951 it was conducted 

under the ambit of Census of India Act, 1948.33 The report relies on the report of 

Census 2011 which was conducted in two phases in 28 states and 7 union territories 

of India. Two phases of the census are house listing and population. Findings of this 

survey help in planning different policies and programs that aim in the welfare of the 

country and its people and for public administration.34 

 

c. Social maps used in Integrated Child Development Services (ICDS)- ICDS is a 

welfare program under the government of India that provides primary health care, 

preschool education, and food to children under the age of 6 and mothers. The 

service is catered through Anganwadi centers situated in a rural area and run by 

frontline workers.35 For this study, we have used the social maps used by the ICDS 

workers. Social Mapping is a tool used by government/non-government 

agencies/researchers to collect information about the community. The information 

ranges from a number of households, type of household based on socio-economic 

criteria, the location of key resources like panchayat, health center, ICDS center, the 

road to name a few which helps in better understanding and assessing the 

demography. Each ICDS center has a social map of their catchment area which 

encapsulates data like households, head of the household, the beneficiary of ICDS 

like pregnant and lactating women, children below 6 years for effective service 

delivery. We sought permission of CDPO to use the existing social maps prepared by 

the Anganwadi workers of the 32 ICDS under Jangalia Gram Panchayat. 
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d. Progress out of Poverty Index (PPI) - PPI is a measurement tool for assessing 

poverty used by businesses and organizations. It is a statistically-sound and easy to 

use the tool. This tool comprises of ten questions to assess the characteristic of a 

household and ownership of the asset. These questions help in calculating the 

likelihood of households below the poverty line or above it by a narrow margin. With 

this tool, organizations identify clients who are vulnerable to poverty. Integrating this 

data helps in decision-making and other assessments. Unlike other methods of 

measuring poverty, this tool requires fewer resources. It was designed with an 

emphasis on operations and budgets of real organizations. It is a country-specific 

tool and it is applicable for forty-five countries.36 This tool was first used by Grameen 

Foundation. In India, this tool was field tested by Grameen Foundation India.  

For selecting the sample size we have utilized the tool used by National Statistical Service, 

Australia. 

 

Thus, using this formula sample size is 353 households. The result of this formula helps in 

determining the sample size or respondents that needs to be interviewed to obtain results. 

The sample size will replicate the target population accurately and precisely.  
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However, you need to understand two terms: confidence level and confidence interval 

while calculating the sample size.  

Confidence level determines the degree of surety of result. It is denoted in percentage and 

helps in assessing the true percentage of the target population who will pick the answer that 

lies within the confidence level. If the confidence level is 95 percent it means that 95 

percent is certain. Usually, researchers consider 95 percent as confidence level, and it is 

same for this study also. 

Confidence interval also known as margin of error is the plus-or-minus figure that is 

reported by televisions or newspaper opinion poll results. Sample size, population size, and 

percentage are three factors that determine the size of the confidence interval for any 

confidence level. A wide confidence interval ascertains that the answer of target population 

will be within the range.37 

To ensure that 353 households are selected from 32 ICDS, we followed the method of 

Stratified Random Sampling. In this method of sampling, first, the population is 

segregated into small groups or strata based on characteristics or attributes of members. 

Number of a random sample from each group is proportional to the size of the group when 

compared to the target population. Subsets from different strata are pooled in to form the 

random sample.38 

Stratification helps in gaining precision of the estimate of characteristics of the whole 

population especially if it is heterogeneous in nature. Based on prior information, a 

heterogeneous population can be divided into strata or subpopulations which are internally 

homogeneous. When each stratum is homogeneous in nature that is characteristics vary 

only little in between different units you can obtain a precise estimate of each stratum 

parameter from a small sample size in that subpopulation. The combination of these 

estimates helps in obtaining a precise estimate of the target population.39 

The aim of using Stratified Random Sampling method is to cover different hamlets in this 

survey. This hamlet-wise stratification ensured that no area remained uncovered. To reduce 

the scope of human error, for stratified sampling process, we used Microsoft Excel. First, the 

details of the total population were feed into the computer. Only numbers selected by the 

Microsoft Excel randomly were considered the sample for this study. 
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